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Program Requirements and Descrip�on

Bumpers College Honors Program

The mission of Bumpers College Honors Program is to provide students with opportuni�es to par�cipate in
academic, research and crea�ve ac�vi�es beyond the tradi�onal undergraduate experience. This is
accomplished through honors courses, comple�on of an undergraduate honors thesis, and other significant
ac�vi�es. Students must maintain a GPA of 3.50 and subscribe to the Statement of Ethical Standards to remain
in the program.
Statement of Ethical Standards:
“As a member of the Bumpers College Honors Program, I pledge to uphold the ethical standards of honesty and
trustworthiness in all academic and research/crea�ve ac�vi�es. I recognize that it is a privilege to be a member
of the University of Arkansas Honors College and will dedicate my efforts to ensure that the highest levels of
ethical standards are maintained.”
Student Eligibility Requirements
There are several avenues by which qualified candidates can become eligible to par�cipate in the Bumpers
College Honors Program. Students will receive an invita�on to par�cipate in the Honors Program if they are
incoming freshmen with an ACT of at least 28 or a high school GPA of at least 3.50. Transfer students will be
invited if they transfer no more than 62 hours with a college GPA of at least 3.50. Currently enrolled freshman
and sophomore students who have completed less than 62 hours with a college GPA of 3.50 or greater may
apply for admission to the Honors Program through the Honors College website. Students wishing to join the
Honors Program a�er comple�ng 62 hours of college credit may pe��on for admission by submi�ng a plan of
study to the Bumpers College Honors Program Director documen�ng how they propose to incorporate the
Honors Program requirements into their remaining degree requirements.



To be eligible for con�nued par�cipa�on in the Honors Program, students must maintain a cumula�ve 3.5 GPA
and ac�vely work toward earning an Honors degree designa�on. Students will be considered academically
ineligible when:
A student’s cumula�ve GPA is below 3.5 for two consecu�ve terms or
A student’s cumula�ve GPA is below 3.0 for one term.
Students are required to prepare a proposal for study and iden�fy an honors mentor who mutually agrees to the
topic proposed by the end of 90 80 hours of course credit comple�on.
Honors Orienta�on
All entering freshman honors students are required to complete AFLS 1023H. This course will cover the
requirements of UNIV 1001 and provides an overview of the Bumpers College Honors Program, program
requirements, research and crea�ve project requirements, and to introduce all honors students to poten�al
undergraduate student mentors as a part of the Honors Mentor/Mentee program.
Honors Curriculum
Gradua�on with Honors Dis�nc�on from the College requires that each student must complete 15 credit hours.
hours in the Honors Program. Each student must complete at least 9 credit hours of Honors courses , three of
which must include AFLS 3413H. In addi�on, each student must complete at least 3 credit hours of thesis hours
with a faculty mentor on the student’s honors commi�ee and thesis culmina�ng their program. In addi�on to
honors courses taken within Bumpers College, students are also encouraged to take Honors courses in other
colleges as well.
Students are encouraged to complete 6 credit hours of Honors courses during their freshman year. This will
qualify students for research and interna�onal program funding from the Honors College.
Honors Project
All honor students are required to develop and complete an honors thesis or crea�ve project appropriate for
their degree and interests to graduate from the Honors Program. Tradi�onal research projects, such as
laboratory and field studies and surveys are encouraged and welcomed in addi�on to novel methods of research
that may be accomplished at sites other than on campus or on research sta�ons. Crea�ve projects are also
allowed with the approval of the student’s Honors Commi�ee and a final wri�en document is required. The
thesis or crea�ve project should consist of at least one semester of proposal prepara�on, one semester of data
collec�on or crea�ve design, and one semester of thesis prepara�on. Honors students are encouraged to
develop proposals for funding of their projects, as well as to conduct and present their results.
The student’s Honors Mentor and Honors Commi�ee prior to gradua�on from the Honors Program will approve
the honors thesis or crea�ve project. Upon approval and gradua�on, an original copy of the honors document
will be submi�ed to the University Library. Publica�on of the thesis in an appropriate venue is encouraged.
Crea�ve and research thesis project guidelines are available on the Bumpers College Honors Program website.
To support their research or crea�ve projects, par�cipants in the Honors Program are eligible to apply for
undergraduate research grants from the Arkansas Student Undergraduate Research Fellowships (SURF) program
awarded by the state, the University Honors College, and from the Bumpers College. The results of the student’s
original research or crea�ve project can be published in Discovery, the undergraduate research journal of the
Bumpers College or Inquiry: The University Journal of Undergraduate Research and Crea�ve Ac�vity. Honors
students can also apply to the Honors College for Study Abroad and conference grants and to the Bumpers
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College Study Abroad program. Students who have fulfilled the requirements of the Bumpers College Honors
Program will be recognized as gradua�ng with Honors Program Dis�nc�on. The transcript and diploma will
designate the student as an honors program graduate of the college. At the college commencement ceremony,
each honors graduate will wear special regalia, have the �tle of his or her honors thesis and mentor’s name
listed in the gradua�on program, and be recognized separately as part of the Bumpers College Honors Program
graduates.
Honors Gradua�on
Honors students enrolled in the Honors Program will be expected to perform at very high levels of achievement,
earning creden�als beyond the classroom experiences. Therefore, they will be eligible for several privileges
during commencement not accorded to other students in the College.
Bumpers College honors students will graduate as a body and as members of the Honors Program at the College
Commencement each spring. Separate regalia consis�ng of appropriate honors hood, stole, braid, tassel, and/or
mortarboard will dis�nguish all students in the Honors Program. Students gradua�ng from the Honors Program
will be further dis�nguished from students receiving tradi�onal College and University recogni�on of scholas�c
achievement (dis�nc�on, high dis�nc�on, or highest dis�nc�on) by gradua�ng cum Laude with Honors
Dis�nc�on, Magna cum Laude with Honors Dis�nc�on, or Summa cum Laude with Honors Dis�nc�on if
cumula�ve grade point averages of 3.5 to 3.74, 3.75 to 3.89, or above 3.9 are maintained, respec�vely.
Incen�ves for student par�cipa�on in the Honors Program include:
Transcripts of honors students will specify that they are graduates of the College Honors Program.
Honors students may request project support by applying for a grant from Bumpers College Undergraduate
Research and Crea�ve Project Grant Program.
Honors students have the benefit of working one-on-one with faculty members on research or crea�ve projects.
Honors students will be eligible to apply for compe��ve scholarships suppor�ng undergraduate honors studies
or research (i.e., SURF grants).
Honors students will receive all other rights and privileges as outlined in the Honors College benefits.

Descrip�on and jus�fica�on of the request

Descrip�on of specific change Jus�fica�on for this change

Change 80 to 90 hours of course credit comple�on
required for deadline to have prepared proposal for study.
Remove "in the Honors program" from the 1st sentence in
Honors Curriculum sec�on. Remove "as a body and" from
1st sentence of 2nd paragraph of Honors Gradua�on
sec�on.

Minor housekeeping changes. The 90 hours
comple�on deadline to propose allows students
un�l the end of their junior year and comple�on
of their thesis proposal development course
requirement.


