Proposed Changes to the University Catalog:  LL.M. Admission

The following changes reflect amendments to our admissions policies, as approved by the Graduate Legal Studies Committee and the law faculty. We sought to clarify our admissions process and made specific changes to the admissions criteria. These changes reflect our current applicants, many of whom are experienced attorneys with distinguished careers. The reliance on a specific GPA for a degree obtained decades ago seemed inappropriate. 

Deletions are shown as crossed out and insertions are indicated in red. 

LL.M. Admission Requirements

Applicants for admission to the LL.M. Program in Agricultural & Food Law must have earned a J.D. or LL.B. degree from a fully accredited school in the United States or be admitted to a bar. Attorneys who have graduated from a law school in another country may be admitted upon the approval of the Graduate Legal Studies Admissions Committee. Professional or Graduate level students may take courses on a non-degree basis.   INSERT:  a J.D., LL.B., or a substantially equivalent degree from a fully accredited school in another country. An applicant who has earned a J.D. or LL.B. degree from a law school in the United States that is not fully accredited but who has been admitted to a bar may be admitted in special circumstances upon the approval of the Graduate Legal Studies Committee. 

All applicants should demonstrate academic excellence coupled with an interest in agricultural law or food law issues. A law school grade-point average of 2.50 or higher on a 4.00 scale is required; 3.00 or higher is preferred.

INSERT:  Factors considered by the Graduate Legal Studies Committee in evaluating an application for degree candidacy include
(1) the candidate's past academic performance, particularly his or her performance in relevant legal studies; 
(2) for applicants seeking an LL.M. in Agricultural and Food Law, any past background that would evidence a special interest in agricultural and food law; and 
(3) such other factors as the committee may deem relevant in determining the likelihood of success of the applicant in the graduate law program.

The following information is required for a complete application from a domestic applicant:
· A completed application form;
· An admission statement or letter  INSERT: A Statement of Interest explaining the reasons why the applicant seeks to be admitted and demonstrating an interest in agricultural and/or food law;
· Official copies of transcripts from all post-secondary educational institutions attended (these must be sent from the school, directly to the Director of the LL.M. program);
· At least one letter of recommendation (two in the case of international students) from an individual who can attest to the applicant’s academic and professional abilities (this should be sent directly to the Director of the LL.M. Program).

A writing sample is optional, but will be considered if submitted.

International candidates should refer to the application requirements as explained on the PDF of the application form.
Non-degree seeking candidates should contact the program at llm@uark.edu for eligibility and application information.

The University of Arkansas School of Law’s Graduate Admissions Committee will make all admissions decisions and may in some cases place conditions on a candidate’s admission.

Applications for the 2017-2018 class will be accepted beginning Oct. 1, 2016. The program has a rolling admissions policy, and applications will continue to be accepted until all candidate positions are filled.

Additional information and links to program application forms are found on the LL.M. Program’s website at How to Apply.

