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We request to change the Department of Music's piano area of study to become the Emily J. & J.W. McAlister
Piano Area of Study. The Department of Music would also refer to this as the Emily J. & J.W. McAlister Piano
Program (meaning, area of study). In January of 2011, Emily and J.W. McAllister entered into a gift agreement
with the University of Arkansas to provide and $500,000 piano endowment and a $500,000 Steinway program
match gift. In the agreement the donors were given the option to name the piano program upon completion of
the stated pledges. In December 2015, after Emily's passing, the pledge commitment was fulfilled. The language
in the gift agreement is stated as follows, "The Emily J. and J. W. McAllister Steinway Challenge and related Emily
and J. W. McAllister Endowed Piano Fund are administered in accordance with their respective gift agreements.
When totaled, the donors' gift commitments to these two funds are potentially $1 million, and thereby provide
the opportunity but not the obligation for Emily J. and/or J. W. McAllister to name the university piano

program..."
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