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Department Code
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Program Code AASTGC

Degree Graduate Cer�ficate

CIP Code

In Workflow
1. ARSC Dean Ini�al
2. GRAD Dean Ini�al
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No�fica�on of
Approval

16. Registrar Final
17. Catalog Editor Final

Approval Path
1. 02/20/20 11:25 am

Jeannie Hulen
(jhulen): Approved
for ARSC Dean
Ini�al

Date Submi�ed: 02/20/20 11:18 am

Viewing: AASTGC : African & African American
Studies Graduate Cer�ficate
Last approved: 11/07/18 2:42 pm
Last edit: 04/07/20 3:06 pm
Changes proposed by: valandra

Select a reason for this modifica�on
Making Minor Changes to an Exis�ng Degree (e.g. changing 15 or fewer hours,
changing admission/gradua�on requirements, adding/changing Focused Study or
Track)

Catalog Pages Using
this Program

African and African American Studies
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2. 02/20/20 12:41 pm
Pat Koski (pkoski):
Approved for GRAD
Dean Ini�al

3. 02/26/20 11:03 am
Alice Griffin
(agriffin): Approved
for Director of
Program
Assessment and
Review

4. 03/03/20 2:52 pm
Lisa Kulczak
(lkulcza): Approved
for Registrar Ini�al

5. 03/04/20 11:02 am
Gary Gunderman
(ggunderm):
Approved for
Ins�tu�onal
Research

6. 03/04/20 11:56 am
Jim Gigan�no
(jgigan�): Approved
for HIST Chair

7. 03/20/20 10:42 am
Ryan Cochran
(rcc003): Approved
for ARSC Curriculum
Commi�ee

8. 03/20/20 10:50 am
Jeannie Hulen
(jhulen): Approved
for ARSC Dean

9. 03/23/20 12:08 pm
Suzanne Kenner
(skenner): Approved
for Global Campus

10. 03/25/20 10:23 am
Terry Mar�n



05.0201 - African-American/Black Studies.

Program Title
African & African American Studies Graduate Cer�ficate

Program Delivery
Method

On Campus

 
No

 
No

What are the total
hours needed to
complete the
program?

15

(tmar�n): Approved
for Provost Review

History
1. May 20, 2015 by Jim

Gigan�no (jgigan�)
2. Aug 14, 2015 by Lisa

Kulczak (lkulcza)
3. Aug 14, 2015 by Lisa

Kulczak (lkulcza)
4. Mar 24, 2016 by

Charlie Alison
(calison)

5. May 4, 2017 by Lisa
Kulczak (lkulcza)

6. Mar 27, 2018 by
Gina Daugherty
(gdaugher)

7. Nov 7, 2018 by Gina
Daugherty
(gdaugher)

Is this program interdisciplinary?

Does this proposal impact any courses from another College/School?



Program Requirements and Descrip�on

Requirements

Admission Requirements:
The following materials must be submi�ed to the Director of the AAST Program:
Applica�on for Admission to the Cer�ficate Program in African & African American Studies. The form is available
from the Program Director and the program’s Web page.
Confirma�on of admission to the University of Arkansas Graduate School.
Complete official transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work.
Three le�ers of recommenda�on from former teachers, employers, or supervisors.
Statement of purpose describing academic interests and professional goals and how the Graduate Cer�ficate fits
into them.
Requirements for Graduate Cer�ficate in African and African American Studies
In order to complete the Graduate Cer�ficate in African & African American Studies, students must complete a
total of 15 hours of coursework, which must include AAST 5003 Graduate Seminar in African & African American
Studies. 
The remaining 12 hours of coursework must be approved by the Program Director and adhere to the following
s�pula�ons:
A maximum of 9 of the 12 may come from courses taken in a single department
At least 9 hours must be from courses numbered 5000 or higherA maximum of 3 hours may be earned through
AAST 5913 Independent Study in African and African American Studies OR  AAST 5103 Graduate Readings in
African & African American Studies
Possible Courses:
AAST 5913 Independent Study in African and African American Studies 3
AAST 5903 Special Topics in African & African American Studies 3
AAST 6023 Course AAST 6023 Not Found
AAST 6963 Course AAST 6963 Not Found
ENGL 6853 Seminar in African American Literature and Culture 3
HIST 6093 The History of African Americans and Social Jus�ce 3
HIST 6623 Africa and the Trans-Atlan�c Slave Trade 3
HIST 6263 Independence and Africa Today 3
HIST 6273 Compara�ve Slavery 3
HIST 5563 The Old South, 1607-1865 3
HIST 5573 The New South, 1860 to the Present 3
HIST 5823 Black Freedom in the Age of Emancipa�on 3
HIST 5953 Course HIST 5953 Not Found 3
PLSC 4323 Racial Iden�ty, Poli�cs, and Public Policy 3
PLSC 5993 African American Poli�cal Ideology 3

https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=AAST%205003
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=AAST%205913
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=AAST%205103
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=AAST%205913
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=AAST%205903
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=ENGL%206853
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%206093
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%206623
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%206263
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%206273
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%205563
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%205573
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=HIST%205823
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=PLSC%204323
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=PLSC%205993


 
No

Es�mated Student
Demand for Program

25-40

Scheduled Program
Review Date

2021-2022 Fall 2020 

Program Goals and
Objec�ves

Learning Outcomes

THTR 5413 African American Theatre History -- 1950 to Present 3
PLSC 5253 Poli�cs of Race and Ethnicity 3
PLSC 6963 Course PLSC 6963 Not Found
Addi�onal courses numbered 5000 4000 or higher may be approved by the Program Director for the Graduate
Cer�ficate if its subject ma�er focuses on the study of Africans or African Americans.  

Are Similar Programs available in the area?

Program Goals and Objec�ves

The Graduate Cer�ficate in African & African American Studies is a 15-credit hour program conceived as a
rigorous interdisciplinary study of the legacy of the African diaspora and African-descended people’s global
experiences with a focus on Africa, the United States, and the Caribbean. The cer�ficate’s broad-based
curriculum and the par�cipa�on of fi�een different faculty members across the University that will assist
graduate students who choose to study the history and culture of the African diaspora. Courses in the
program strive to advance social consciousness, inject principles of reason and equality into interna�onal
debates, and examine the important role that race has played in the crea�on of the world. Students will
therefore gain both the theore�cal and analy�c skills from a broad array of disciplines in order to advance
research on mul�ple aspects of the African diaspora.

Learning Outcomes

Students who complete the Graduate Cer�ficate in African & African American Studies will be expected to:

• Understand the history and primary research methods used by the discipline and how those methods
relate to other disciplines within the academy

• Analyze a variety of texts within mul�ple academic disciplines to help cra� a greater understanding of the
African diaspora

• Produce high-quality analy�cal wri�ng that analyze the important poli�cal, economic, and social factors
that impact members of diaspora communi�es

• Demonstrate an understanding of key themes, arguments, and analy�cal frameworks within the study of
the African diaspora

https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=THTR%205413
https://nextcatalog.uark.edu/search/?P=PLSC%205253


Upload a�achments

Reviewer Comments
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (02/26/20 11:00 am): Changed department from History to African &
African American Studies, so ownership is consistent with UGRD program. Also, changed AAST
5193 to AAST 5913 to be consistent with new course submi�ed in CIM. College is encouraged
to review for accuracy.
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (02/26/20 11:02 am): Changed scheduled program review date from fall
2020 to 2021-2022 to match APS 1620.11.
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (03/26/20 10:56 am): Changed effec�ve date from fall 2020 to fall 2021.
It is too late to complete the approval process for fall 2020.
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (04/07/20 1:49 pm): AAST 5913 completed the approval process. So, I
switched out the red box error version with the approved course.
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (04/07/20 1:50 pm): AAST 6023 and AAST 6963 are in the approval
workflow, currently pending UCPC approval.
Alice Griffin (agriffin) (04/07/20 3:06 pm): Removed HIST 5953 from course list. The course
was deleted effec�ve fall 2020, per RCC.

Key: 547

Learning Outcomes

• Produce original research that furthers the study of the African diaspora in a meaningful way

Descrip�on and jus�fica�on of the request

Descrip�on of specific change Jus�fica�on for this change

1) Eliminated old dual level courses and restric�ons that
applied to dual level courses since graduate courses are no
longer at 4000 level
2) Added new elec�ves for AASTGC students
3) Added restric�on of 3 hours for AAST Independent
Study to coincide with restric�on for directed readings

1) Graduate course level change required
elimina�on of dual credit
2) Added elec�ves to increase opportuni�es for
students and reflect new faculty
3) Coordinate restric�on between both
independent study and directed readings to
encourage more coursework rather than
directed readings


