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May 8, 2017

To:   Pat. Koski,  Associate Dean of Graduate School and International Education

Fr:  Luis F Restrepo,  Director, Comparative Literature & Cultural Studies (CLCS)

Re: Petition for approval of submission of CLCS Theses and Dissertations in the target language
A common practice of master and doctoral language programs in the U.S. is to allow students to submit their thesis and dissertations in the target language. The process may require a case by case pre-approval by the Dean of the Graduate school (San Diego) or it may be allowed to candidates in pre defined language fields to write the thesis or dissertation in the target language, with previous approval of the students committee and the program director. As a program with a global focus requiring proficiency in two or more language, it is important to allow CLCS students and the committee to decide best options.  
Legitimate reasons for submitting a thesis or dissertation in a foreign language includes
*subject matter, 
*special primary audiences 
*publication venues

*academic position in a foreign country
*historical or literary value, 
*documents to be used, analyzed and interpreted

*All committee members must be proficient in the target language and approve target language

* Limited English writing skills is not a valid justification
Based on this information, we would like to request that CLCS students may submit theses or dissertations dissertation in their specialty language with the following proposed policy
PROPOSED POLICY
Theses and Dissertations in a Foreign Language.  Students in the Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies Program may request permission to submit their theses or dissertations in a foreign language, with legitimate justification.  Valid reasons for submitting a thesis or dissertation in a foreign language includes the subject matter, special primary audience, publication venues, academic position in a foreign country, historical or literary value, and the documents to be used, analyzed and interpreted. Limited English writing skills is not a valid justification. Students must request approval of the target language from the thesis or dissertation committee, the program advisory committee, the program director and the dean of the graduate school before starting the project and at the time of submitting the thesis or dissertation prospectus to the respective committee.  All committee members must be proficient in the target language and approve target language usage.  Abstracts must be written in English.
Below I have copied the relevant policy from some universities, and provided links of other U.S. universities that allow theses and dissertations in languages other than English.      
1. University of California, San Diego

https://grad.ucsd.edu/_files/academic-affairs/Dissertations_Theses_Formatting_Manual.pdf
p. 5

Doctoral Dissertation and Master’s Thesis Written in a Foreign Language The doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis must be written in English, with the exception that students specializing in German, French, or Spanish literature may write the doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis in the respective language. Students in other disciplines must seek permission to write their doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis in a language other than English. To do so, immediately after advancement to candidacy, students must submit to the Dean of the Graduate Division a letter approved by the committee chair, all committee members, and their graduate program chair. All committee members must have a reading knowledge of the language presented in the doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis. There must be legitimate reasons for substituting English with a foreign language such as subject matter, special primary audience, publication arrangements, academic position in a foreign country, historical or literary value, or principal language(s) used in the documents to be analyzed and interpreted. Inability to write in English is not a valid reason. 

Abstracts for Foreign Language Doctoral Dissertations and Master’s Theses If the doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis is approved to be written in a foreign language, students must submit two abstracts. One must be approximately 1000 words and in English. The other (350 word limit for a doctoral dissertation and 250 words for a master’s thesis) must be written in the language of the doctoral dissertation or master’s thesis.

2. Penn State University
http://gradschool.psu.edu/current-students/etd/thesisdissertationguidepdf/
p. 17

Thesis/Dissertation in a Foreign Language With the approval of the student’s department and committee, a thesis or dissertation may be written in a foreign language. English translations of the title page and abstract are required and must be placed before corresponding pages in the foreign language. These are not numbered or counted in the pagination of the thesis/dissertation.

3. Princeton University

http://spo.princeton.edu/graduate/rules-procedures#language2
IX. The Language of the Dissertation

Students wishing to write their dissertation in Spanish or Portuguese rather than in English must obtain the prior approval of the DGS, who will consult with the dissertation director. If permission is granted, an explanatory letter from the thesis director and a formal request by the DGS will then be sent to the Dean of the Graduate School, who normally approves the request.

4.  Vanderbilt.

file://mydocs.uark.edu/mydocs/lrestr/Documents/comparada/ADMIN/thesis_guide2015%20Vanderbilt.pdf
Pg. 7
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Language Other than English. Students in foreign language departments may submit manuscripts in a language other than English. The title of the thesis or dissertation should be written in the foreign language on the title page and abstract.

5. Columbia University

http://gsas.columbia.edu/content/dissertations-foreign-languages
Doctoral dissertations written in languages other than English may be accepted only by those language departments and programs that have made formal recommendation and received approval by the Executive Committee of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences to allow foreign language dissertations. Such recommendations will be approved only if the subject language is accepted in the department or program as a language of critical or theoretical discourse.

Permission to write the dissertation in a language other than English must be granted by the Executive Committee of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences before dissertation writing begins. The Executive Committee never grants permission on the grounds of inadequate command of English. No matter what language is used to write the dissertation, English versions of the abstract, introduction, and conclusion must be included both in the distribution and the deposit copies (see details below.) The same formatting requirements apply as for dissertations written entirely in English. 

Each of the following conditions must be met:

· the student’s sponsor, the department/program, and the Executive Committee of the Graduate School must approve the request to write in his or her subject language prior to the time the writing of the dissertation is begun

· publication of the dissertation would be substantially facilitated by writing in the foreign language or when the nature of the subject makes its presentation in English extremely difficult

· the student must demonstrate to the Executive Committee of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences that he or she possesses a sufficient command of English to write the dissertation in that language if required to do so

· an examining committee sufficiently competent in the language and subject matter, must be chosen by the department/program, and approved by the Dean

· the defense must be conducted in English

· the student must prepare and submit to the Dean’s Office, as a supplementary part of the electronic dissertation deposit, a translation in English of that portion of the dissertation that sets forth the approach to the subject matter and its conclusions. This may consist of the Introduction and Conclusion, or the first and last chapters if they give a substantial account of the approach and conclusions

· the Abstract must be written in English.
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