LETTER OF NOTIFICATION – 3

NEW OPTION, CONCENTRATION, EMPHASIS

(Maximum 18 semester credit hours of theory courses and 6 credit hours of practicum courses)

1. 
Institution submitting request: University of Arkansas Fayetteville

2. 
Contact person/title: Dr. Terry Martin, Vice Provost for Academic Affairs
3. 
Phone number/e-mail address: (479) 575-2151 (tmartin@uark.edu)
4. 
Proposed effective date: Fall 2016
5. 
Title of existing degree program: M.A. Program in English
    
(Indicate if the degree listed above is approved for distance delivery)

6. 
CIP Code: 23.0101
7. 
Degree Code: 5310
8. 
Proposed name of new option/concentration/emphasis: Specialist Concentration
9. 
Reason for proposed action:

The English Department is proposing to revise the M.A. Program in English so that the program, as recommended by the external committee from our last program review, is more flexible and more in line with current best practices.  More specifically, the department would like to offer both a Generalist Concentration and a Specialist Concentration within the M.A. program.  Students in the Specialist Concentration would be able to focus their coursework on one of seven areas: Comparative Literature; Cultural Studies; Ethnic and Regional Literatures; Gender and Sexuality; Medieval Literature; Modern American Literature; or Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy.  Like the Generalist Concentration, the Specialist Concentration would require students to complete 30 total hours and to take 2 seminars and 1 theory course.  To enhance the professionalization of students and to prepare them more fully for pursuing both academic and nonacademic careers, the department would also like to require Introduction to Graduate Studies at the beginning of the program and to give students the option of completing a portfolio track, as well as the existing option of completing a thesis track, for the program’s final project.          

10. Provide the following:

a. Curriculum outline - List of courses in new option/concentration/emphasis – Underline 

required courses


SPECIALIST CONCENTRATION

Portfolio Track (30 hrs)


3 hrs:
ENGL 5203: Introduction to Graduate Studies

15 hrs:
5 courses in one of the following areas of specialization: Comparative Literature; Cultural Studies; Ethnic and Regional Literatures; Gender and Sexuality; Medieval Literature; Modern American Literature; or Rhetoric, Composition, and Literacy  


9 hrs:
3 elective courses


3 hrs:
ENGL 5213: Portfolio Workshop 
Thesis Track (30 hrs)


3 hrs:
ENGL 5203: Introduction to Graduate Studies


15 hrs:
5 courses in one of the above areas of specialization


6 hrs:
2 elective courses


6 hrs:
thesis hours
Additional Course Requirements
For both the portfolio track and the thesis track, the course work described above must include at least 2 courses taken at the seminar (6000) level and at least 1 course emphasizing theory.  

b. Total semester credit hours required for option/concentration/emphasis




15

c. New courses and new course descriptions


ENGL 5213: Portfolio Workshop
Students choosing the portfolio track would be required to take ENGL 5213/Portfolio Workshop, during which they would prepare and submit their portfolio documents.  Because the writing selected for the portfolio should represent a student’s best work in the program, at least one of the main documents should normally be a researched critical essay written for a course and revised for publication in a peer-reviewed journal.  Other types of documents that could be suitable for the portfolio include shorter critical essays, pedagogical pieces, websites and multi-media projects, and job application materials. 

d. Goals and objectives of program option

The Specialist Concentration would meet the needs of those M.A. students who would prefer to complete a program of study that emphasizes depth of knowledge in the field of English. The addition of the Specialist Concentration would also allow the English Department to make better use of its faculty’s areas of expertise and to attract top graduate students who want to do research in these areas.    


e. 
Expected student learning outcomes

The Specialist Concentration would offer M.A. students the opportunity to begin specializing early in their graduate studies and thus to prepare themselves more fully for applying to top doctoral programs.  Further, through incorporating the portfolio track and requiring students to take Introduction to Graduate Studies, both aspects of the Specialist Concentration, the department would strengthen its ongoing professionalization efforts by better preparing students for academic as well as nonacademic careers.


f. 
Documentation that program option meets employer needs

The job placement data below serve to document the positions received by the 21 students who have completed the M.A. program since 2013.  As the data show, 7 graduates received nonteaching positions, 7 received teaching positions, 2 started Ph.D. programs in English, 1 started an M.A. program in teaching, and 1 received a Fulbright scholarship to study and teach in Turkey for a year.  The Specialist Concentration would better prepare students who apply to Ph.D. programs in English and should increase the number of students accepted into top programs.  Further, the portfolio track, which would allow students to develop and submit a variety of professional documents for their final project, would better accommodate our students in general, whose post-graduation goals are becoming increasingly diverse.     
	Post-Graduation Placement

	1. Unavailable

	2. M.A. program in teaching, College of Education, University of Arkansas (Fayetteville, AR)

	3. Academic Counselor, College of Education, University of Arkansas (Fayetteville, AR)

	4. Risk Assessment Manager—Global Investigations, Security, Aviation, and Travel, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. (Bentonville, AR)

	5. Senior Director Administrative Assistant, Sam’s Club (Bentonville, AR)

	6. College Recruitment Manager, J. B. Hunt Transport, Inc. (Lowell, AR)

	7. Unavailable

	8. English Teacher, Alma High School (Alma, AR)

	9. Merchandising Manager, Sears Holding Corporation (Fayetteville, AR)

	10. Ph.D. Program in English, University of Kansas (Lawrence, KS)

	11. Ph.D. Program in English, University of Arkansas (Fayetteville, AR)

	12. J. William Fulbright Scholarship, Ataturk University (Erzurum, Turkey)

	13. English Teacher, Bryant High School (Bryant, AR)

	14. English Teacher, Marion Middle School (Marion, AR)

	15. English Teacher, Gravette High School (Gravette, AR)

	16. English Teacher, Fayetteville High School (Fayetteville, AR) 

	17. English Teacher, Bentonville High School (Bentonville, AR)

	18. Fire Protection Publications Senior Editor, Oklahoma State University (Stillwater, OK)

	19. English Teacher, Arkansas Teacher Corps, Lee County High School (Mariana, AR)

	20. Unavailable

	21. Project Manager and Copywriter, Explainify (Fayetteville, AR)



g.

Student demand (projected enrollment) for program option

The English Department annually admits 10-15 students to the M.A. Program in English.  With the implementation of the two concentrations, applicants would be selected so that approximately half enter the Specialist Concentration each year.


h. 

Name of institutions offering similar program or program option and the institution(s) used as a model to develop the proposed program option




Indiana University (Bloomington)



Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge) 



Purdue University (West Lafayette, IN) 




University of Arizona (Tucson) 




University of Iowa (Iowa City)




University of Nebraska (Lincoln) 




University of Oklahoma (Norman) 




University of South Carolina (Columbia) 




University of Tennessee (Knoxville) 
11. Institutional curriculum committee review/approval date:  
12. Will the new option be offered via distance delivery? Indicate mode of distance delivery:  

N/A
13. Explain in detail the distance delivery methods/procedures to be used:  N/A
14. Specify the amount of additional costs required for program implementation, the source of funds, and how funds will be used.

The implementation of the Specialist Concentration would not require any additional costs.  The areas of specialization that would be available in the track were selected to reflect the areas of expertise of the current faculty in English, and most graduate courses would fulfill requirements in both the Generalist and the Specialist Concentration.
15. Provide additional program information if requested by ADHE staff.

President/Chancellor Approval Date:

Board of Trustees Notification Date:

Chief Academic Officer                                                                                               Date:
